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Whatcom and Twin Sisters range photo: Whatcom Land Trust







Whatcom raspberries photo: Tim Chandonnet



Locust Beach, Bellingham Bay photo: Whatcom Talk





Whatcom Clean Water Program



 Ambient network (monthly)
 Source Identification sites 
 Storm event sampling
 Compliance sampling 



We Had a Problem



Our Solution: 
an interactive online results map

www.whatcomcd.org/water-quality



 Three counties in NW Washington
 15+ agencies,  tribes and volunteer groups 
 7000+ samples at 350+ sites in 2018

www.whatcomcd.org/
water-quality



Download the data as csv file

View the data within 
the map by date and 

location

www.whatcomcd.org/water-quality





Context is 
everything!



Paired with an ESRI Story Map 
for additional context

www.whatcomcd.org/water-quality





Successful OutcomesField staff have  quick mobile 
access to sites and results 



Improved coordination between 
partner agencies



More engagement  from 
Canadian partners



Public outreach and trust building

Direct access to results
Transparency in the process
Builds awareness and encourages dialogue



Three Lessons Learned… 



THANKS  TO PROJECT PARNERS!

QUESTIONS?

Meg Harris, Whatcom CD
mharris@whatcomcd.org





Filter by a 
specific 

date range

Toggle on 
and off 
layers



Change 
your 

basemap



Laboratory results Each sampling partner 
reviews their preliminary 

data

WCD and WSDA coordinate 
data management 

Results are available 
online for the public 
and agency staff

How are results 
posted to the map?



Awareness

Transparency

Access

• Encourages dialogue

• Self evaluation of practices

• Links activities to impacts

• Accountability

• What we are finding

• Why & where we are 
sampling

• Direct access

• 24 hours a day, 7 days a week

• Current results data

Public outreach and trust building
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